
The following is a list of tips for taking care of pets during a natural disaster: 

• The best advice is to bring pets with you if it is at all possible.  Most pets are not able 

to fend for themselves under extreme conditions. 

• Make sure pets have collars with ID including all current information that could be used 

to reunite you with them should they be separated. 

• Bring food and water for your pets along with current medications. 

• Put smaller pets in carriers. Carriers should be fully labeled with current contact 

information that could be used to reunite you should you be separated. Larger pets 

need to be on a leash at all times. 

• If you have it, bring your pet’s vaccine records and microchip number with you. This 

will help with identification if you get separated and will help with medical care if it 

becomes necessary. Make sure your contact information with the microchip company is 

current so you can be notified if you are separated from your pet. 

• Do not allow pets to play in or drink standing water – it is a potential source of disease 

transmission. 

• Pets will not be allowed into all evacuation shelters although animal shelters are 

sometimes set up nearby human shelters. Find the nearest open animal shelter relative 

to where you will be. 

• If you are separated from your pets, contact the local animal shelter (when possible) 

and provide them with your pet’s description and identification (such as microchip 

number). Have a photo ready to share. 

• Any kind of natural disaster or evacuation is a stressful time for animals as well as 

humans.  Anxious and fearful animals can sometimes be unpredictable and may bite or 

scratch. Try to limit the number or people or other animals that approach your pet. 



• Once things have calmed down and you are able to return home, leave your pets 

somewhere safe until you know it will be safe for them to return as well. 

Refer to the CDC’s “Pet Disaster Checklist” in these files when preparing for an 

emergency: 

	


